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SUMMARY

1. This is an update on the Public Health priorities for 2016-2017. 
2. The key issues affecting  the health of Southwark’s population are:

 Wider determinants of health are an issue for Southwark:
o The borough is within the 20% most deprived in England.
o More than a quarter of children in the borough live in poverty (15,000 

children).
o Levels of long term unemployment are significantly higher than the England 

average (over 1,700 people).
 Life expectancy is significantly higher than England for females in Southwark (83.9 

years), but significantly lower for males (78.9 years).
 Children in the borough tend to have a good start in life:

o Infant mortality is now comparable to the England average.
o Smoking during pregnancy is significantly lower in Southwark than the 

England average.
o Breast feeding initiation is significantly higher than the England average.
o Alcohol admissions among young people are significantly better than the 

England average.
 However obesity among children is significantly above the London and England 

average, and the gap has remained relatively stable since monitoring began. More 
than 1 in 4 children in Year 6 are obese. 

 Around 1 in 6 adults in the borough are current smokers, and the rate of smoking 
related deaths in Southwark is significantly above England. 

 Southwark has one of the highest rates of new STI diagnoses in the country.
 The incidence of TB is significantly above the England average.
 Premature deaths from cardiovascular disease and cancer are also significantly 

higher than England. 

Please see Appendix 1 for more information. 

3. The public health priority programmes of work are: 
 ‘Place shaping’ – supporting the creation of healthier physical environments through 

for example Planning Policy, Licensing and healthier workplaces
 Health improvement – strengthening tobacco control and supporting people to stop 

smoking, be of healthier weight and improving their sexual heath
 Improving the detection of common health conditions
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION

4. The health of Southwark’s population is described in the Southwark JSNA and Annual 
Reports of the Director of Public Health

http://www.southwark.gov.uk/info/200519/joint_strategic_needs_assessment 

http://www.southwark.gov.uk/info/100010/health_and_social_care/3768/southwark_annu
al_public_health_report_2013-14

They are currently being refreshed and the expected publication date for the new Annual 
Report for the Director of Public Health will be at the beginning of 2017.

KEY ISSUES FOR CONSIDERATION

The work programme for 2016/17 will include:

5. Wider determinants and place shaping

 Working with Planning Policy and Regeneration to create and shape a healthier 
physical environment so that the healthier choice is the easier one. This includes 
for example creating physical environments that promote physical activity and 
active travel and supports healthier eating.

 Working with Licensing so that where potential health impacts affect the licensing 
objectives, they are identified and considered. 

 Providing public health advice in the development of the air quality action plan
 Providing public health input to the development of the housing strategy refresh 

and realise health promotion opportunities for healthier homes
 Supporting businesses to be healthier through the healthier workplace charter

6. Health improvement

 Implement the Southwark Healthy Weight Strategy ‘Everybody’s business’ which 
focuses on a life course approach with an emphasis on early years; treatment as 
well as prevention; tackling the ‘obesogenic environment’; and taking a targeted 
approach.

 Implement the Tobacco Strategy ‘Breaking the chain’ which includes a renewed 
focus on tobacco control and refocusing smoking cessation support so that there 
are better outcomes for those most ‘at risk’ such as pregnant women, people with 
long term conditions including heart disease and respiratory illness and people on 
lower incomes.

 Leading the physical inactivity workstream for ProActive Southwark and 
developing the health and inactive referrals into the Council’s Free Swimming 
and Gym offer

 Doubling the numbers of Health Checks so that people with increased 
cardiovascular risks are identified, detecting people with undetected common 
conditions (eg diabetes, hypertension) and improving the outcomes for the 
programme. 

 Informing the development of the sexual health pathway so that there is improved 
detection and treatment of poor sexual health and HIV.

http://www.southwark.gov.uk/info/200519/joint_strategic_needs_assessment
http://www.southwark.gov.uk/info/100010/health_and_social_care/3768/southwark_annual_public_health_report_2013-14
http://www.southwark.gov.uk/info/100010/health_and_social_care/3768/southwark_annual_public_health_report_2013-14


Page 3 of 7

7. Other areas of work

 Providing public health input to development and commissioning of the -9 to 19 
pathway for maternity, early years and young people

 Conduct and support the Neonatal and Child Death Overview Panel and 
functions

 Maintain an assurance function for cancer screening and immunisations
 Deliver a reactive health protection function and coordinate as necessary with 

local PHE health protection teams and lead pandemic flu planning
 Provide a training function for the London Deanery for specialist registrars and 

postgraduate doctors

8. Health care public health

Deliver the Memorandum of Understanding to provide healthcare public health to the 
CCG including:

 Health care needs assessments
 Health analytics
 Service accessibility and quality
 Prioritisation and commissioning advice
 Health protection and infection protection control

Legal implications

9. There are no legal implications for the report.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS

Background Papers Held At Contact
Annual Public Health 
Reports

Public Health Chris Williamson
Chris.williamson@southwark.gov.uk 

CCG MOU Public Health Richard Pinder
Richard.pinder@southwark.gov.uk 

Southwark Healthy 
Weight Strategy 
Everybody’s Business

Public Health Russell Carter
Russell.carter@southwark.gov.uk 

Southwark Tobacco 
Strategy Breaking the 
Chain

Public Health Russell Carter
Russell.carter@southwark.gov.uk

Link:
http://www.southwark.gov.uk/info/100010/health_and_social_care/3768/southwark_annual_
public_health_report_2013-14 

mailto:Chris.williamson@southwark.gov.uk
mailto:Richard.pinder@southwark.gov.uk
mailto:Russell.carter@southwark.gov.uk
mailto:Russell.carter@southwark.gov.uk
http://www.southwark.gov.uk/info/100010/health_and_social_care/3768/southwark_annual_public_health_report_2013-14
http://www.southwark.gov.uk/info/100010/health_and_social_care/3768/southwark_annual_public_health_report_2013-14
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Appendix 1 Southwark population health profile

Source: PHE www.healthprofiles.info 

http://www.healthprofiles.info/
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